My work with AHEPA
archives

By Lucia Petersen




My thesis

In February 2008, | began working on an
undergraduate thesis about the Greek-
American.community in Seattle,, Washington
and surrounding areas. | am a senior at The
Evergreen State College in Olympia, WA, and |
viewed this as a chance to research topics
that have long been of interest to me, as well
as.a way to connect with my Greek heritage.




My research culminated into a paper
regarding important Greek community
institutions, focusing primarily on AHEPA and
the Orthodox church.

| relied on testimonies from community
members, published works, and archived
AHEPA information donated to the University
of Washington Special Collections Department
by the Gust P. Rakus Foundation.




2 ust P. Rak

st P. Re
material
Ra an(
nd donat
lons Depc
h 2008.

us archives are ftive bc
PANs Gus

finist




The materials in the archives relate to AHEPA on many
levels, from the national to the individual.

The boxes include convention minutes and reports;
convention programs and yearbooks; photographs;
personal correspondences of prominentAHEPA members
Gust Rakus, Peter Conom, and Nicolas Carras; materials
relating to the establishment of the Hellenic Studies Dept.
at UW; promotional materials and catalogs; and other
miscellaneous items.

They are organized by date and which level of the
organization they pertain to.
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Goal for the website
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ne ultimate objective is to have these materials
nloaded and organized on the Dist. 22 website

in such a way that they will be accessible and

ppealing to everyone.

Convention minutes, programs, yearbooks and
Dist. 22 publications, such as the AHEPA "mentor,
will be in chronological order for viewing on the
website. Photographs and historical information
will also be included. Once this is completed, the
website will be a gateway for easy and
comprehensive research, as well as for anyone

interested in taking a more cursory look at some
of AHEPA’s history.




Wishing you a happy and successful
District Convention!

For more information, questions, or suggestions, please contact Tony Maroussis
or myself. | can be reached via email at lucia_m@comcast.net, or at (206) 280-

6101. And please visit ahepad22.org see the materials once they have been
uploaded. Thank you!




